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Dear Students, 
The time has come for me to set out some policy guidelines concerning your Chayon-Ryu training... 
 
I want my students to share their knowledge by opening their own schools or clubs. But they must not 
open them without permission, or within the vicinity of established Chayon-Ryu schools. 
 
You agreed to uphold these rules on your initial membership application. I want you to spread your 
knowledge around the world, not just the community. 
 
Chayon-Ryu is not like a college where you go to learn a specific course, then leave and go your own 
way. Please don't think that once you reach a certain level you have paid for your knowledge and can 
start your own martial arts system. If you understand the system patch you know the meaning of the 
bamboo: honesty, humility, loyalty, purity, and sincerity. Where are those qualities if you use this 
knowledge for your own gain at my expense? Your training and knowledge should be used to advance 
Chayon-Ryu by opening your own school or club. However, you cannot open a school without 
permission, or wherever you feel like it. Whatever you do, it must be what's best for Chayon-Ryu. 
 
I came to the U.S. in 1968 to fulfill my dream of teaching martial arts on the world stage. Martial arts 
saved my life both spiritually and mentally, and I wanted to share this knowledge and spread its true 
meaning. But most people only understand the physical. I taught in High School, University, and the 
Army. I worked to find the best way to teach - so that all my students would understand. That is how I 
designed Chayon-Ryu. 
 
You don't appreciate the amount of freedom you have living in the United States. Coming from Korea 
was as difficult as escaping a penitentiary. I came to the U.S. with a two-month visa and a hundred 
dollars. I left everything including my wife and newborn son in Korea. I cried during the flight and 
sometimes I would bite my arm to see if it was real or just a dream. 
 
Given that I had been a correspondent for Black Belt magazine, I could have gone wherever I wanted. I 
had been invited to Canada, the Philippines, and Mexico; but I wanted to come to Houston. There were 
several well-known instructors already in the United States. Jhoon Rhee was established in Washington 
D.C., Henry Cho was on the East Coast, and Sensei Nishiyama was on the West Coast. 
 
I wanted no conflict with any other Masters. I came to Houston because it had a reputation as a rough 
and tough cowboy town. It was hot and humid and very few Asians lived there. That is why I came to 
Houston. 
 
I hope you understand the importance of this policy. A martial arts system is only as healthy and strong 
as its instructors and students. 



 
If your intention is wrong, or you disagree with this policy, please feel free to leave. My students must 
understand the philosophy behind Chayon-Ryu and adhere to this policy. 
 

 


