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Dear Students, 
Donating your time and skills for the progress of Chayon-Ryu is an important part of belonging to a 
traditional Martial Arts school. This includes cleaning, maintenance, repairs, and writing a thesis or other 
articles. Why should you donate your skills? Why should you share your time? Why do you need to 
share your knowledge and understanding? 
 
Offering these skills is part of giving back to your system. It also shows your humility and willingness to 
work together for a greater purpose. As examples, cleaning and repair efforts show your pride in the 
school, while writing shows your understanding of the concepts I have taught. Neither of these skills is 
more important or better than the other. This is similar to your physical skills. You may be better at 
hapkido than another student, and they may be better at sparring than you. This doesn’t mean you are 
better or worse overall. It simply means your respective talents lie in different areas. 
 
In this letter, I want to concentrate on your written contributions. However, please don't feel this is 
more important than cleaning or maintenance. Cleaning is meditation and should be done every day 
when you come to class. However, written contributions are specific efforts to express your 
understanding and knowledge of Chayon-Ryu. 
 
Who benefits from your written contributions? First of all, I do by seeing your understanding of my 
teaching. Nothing makes me happier then seeing how you appreciate and apply Chayon-Ryu in your life. 
Secondly, your fellow students benefit from your writing. It gives them diverse insight into applying 
Chayon-Ryu in their own lives. It allows them to see how Chayon-Ryu has helped others. Above all, you 
are the one who benefits from writing. There is a progression in your understanding of Chayon-Ryu. 
Physically, it starts with learning basic movements and progresses to concentrating on the Basic 
Principles. Then comes verbal expression of your knowledge through teaching. Finally comes the ability 
to organize and structure your thoughts on paper. If you have a humble and selfless attitude, the more 
you write, the better you understand and the better you teach. 
 
Nevertheless, please don’t write to impress me. If you are doing this for me, what will be your 
motivation when I am gone? Whatever you do is for Chayon-Ryu. As such, it must be shared with 
everyone in the system. You teach to share your knowledge and this increases your understanding. 
Likewise, any writing you do must also be shared. 
 
Why is it that some students feel the need to be congratulated when they perform simple tasks for 
Chayon-Ryu? When I was a student in Korea I did everything for my school. I participated in 
demonstrations, instructed, cleaned and painted. I didn’t do these things for my Instructors. I did them 
for myself, because I wanted to be involved. I wanted to be the best I could, and learn as much as 
possible before I opened my own school. I never expected anything in return for my time or efforts. I did 
not expect to be congratulated or applauded by the rest of the school. I did these things because it was 



my duty, honor and responsibility. And I enjoyed doing them. I don’t understand why you need to be 
rewarded for these things. Don’t you get personal satisfaction from knowing you contributed? Isn’t that 
enough? Did you read Kong? Did you understand the lesson? The purpose of your efforts is to selflessly 
help the school, not put yourself on a pedestal above your fellow students. That is your ego wanting to 
be stroked. In this case you need to develop humility through meditation and cleaning. 
 
Furthermore, anything you have written has come from my teaching. I don’t remember anyone coming 
to the Dojang on their first day and saying ... "Good morning sir. I would like to study at your school. 
These are my thoughts on martial art philosophy. These are my interpretations of Korean terminology. 
This is my book outlining the movements of all the Pyung Ahn forms." Why would you need to be 
training with me if you already possessed this knowledge? You need to be proud that your 
understanding of my teaching has allowed you to compose this literature. It is now your responsibility to 
share it with everyone in the system, so they too may benefit from your understanding. Surely you are 
not going to selfishly keep it to yourself? What good is that? Again, this is your ego problem, not a 
display of the humility you should have learned from your training. If this is how you feel then you are 
surely destined for Ju Hwa Ip Ma - Cancer of the mind (thoughts). These are surely the wrong beliefs and 
certainly not what I have been teaching. I have freely shared my knowledge and wisdom with thousands 
of students. If you are to follow my example then it is up to you to do the same. 
 
I would like to encourage all Chayon-Ryu students to write for the school. I would like to hear your 
interpretations of my stories. I would like to hear your experiences and benefits from training. I like to 
see my students grow and express themselves and their knowledge. But please understand the benefits 
of writing are yours. This is why a thesis is so important when testing for Black Belt and subsequent Dan 
rankings. I have seen many excellent theses from my students and some day these will be included in a 
Chayon-Ryu textbook. Chayon-Ryu is not just about physical skills. Writing a thesis or other article shows 
your mental and spiritual growth. This is entirely more important than your physical prowess. 
 
By adding a Chinese character that means mind or attitude, I recently completed the System Patch as 
originally envisioned. This character identifies that a humble and positive attitude are necessary to 
balance your physical training. The streets are littered with martial artists who had great physical skills, 
without understanding the real value of their training. Unfortunately, you are not the only one that 
suffers from your lack of mental growth. As an Instructor you influence many impressionable students. 
They see you as their leader and they trust your judgment and words. If your attitude is wrong they 
learn incorrect values from you, and this type of activity contaminates the whole system. For example, 
many people become sick from influenza during winter. As the virus spreads, more and more people 
become ill. Likewise, my words are also twisted and transformed by Instructors who think they are loyal 
to Chayon-Ryu (and me personally), but use their position for their own ego. 
 
You must understand that Chayon-Ryu is greater than any one person, including me. I may have 
founded Chayon-Ryu, but I developed it for you. I developed it for the greater good, to help as many 
people as possible. One of the reasons I came to the United States was to continue teaching the 
traditional martial arts values I gained from my training. 
 
In modern day America, we face the intricacies of copyright legalities. However, in this instance there is 
really no contest. Whatever you have written has come from my teaching. If you clean or repair the 
Dojang are you going to bill me? If you leave Chayon-Ryu are you going to tip dust back on the Dojang 
floor? Are you going to "strip" the walls because your contribution was painting or wallpapering? This is 
the same as hoarding your writing away. Please share your research with your Chayon-Ryu family. Once 



again, be proud that you could contribute something that will help your fellow students. But don’t 
consider it your own. All you did was put my teachings on paper. If it is only for your ego, and to be 
selectively shared - Ju Hwa Ip Ma is coming – guaranteed. 
 

 


