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Topic: New Downtown Dojang 
 
Dear Students, 
As you may know, Saturday April 30th was the last class at our original dojang, and about 40 students 
trained with strong, sincere attitudes. It was very emotional for me because I have many great 
memories from that building. For me, it seems like I arrived in Houston just a few months ago, not 33 
years. I look forward to the success of our new location and the continued spirit and support of all 
students. 
 
Whereas the original dojang had a back room to warm-up before class, our new school has just one 
room (with a particularly loud echo). I need all students to keep talking to a minimum, both on the floor 
and in the dressing rooms. When you get to the dojang I would like you to meditate for at least 5 
minutes, and then stretch, warm-up and practice quietly, especially if there is a white belt class in 
progress. 
 
Presently, the office is located in the back of the dojang. If Mrs. Kim or I are in the office when a 
prospective student comes to the door, please direct them around the mat to the office. This is the 
responsibility of senior students and Instructors; however, all students should recognize this need. All 
you need do is remember back to when you first walked into the dojang. 
 
Finally, I wish to thank all students who have helped since we started looking for a new location. This is 
your Kong (Please refer to my paper "Kong" on the web site, if you don't know or have forgotten what 
this means). As we grow into our new space I will need the assistance of many other students. Please be 
willing to help Chayon-Ryu by donating your time and effort to enhance our new dojang. 
 
I learned many things from my life in Korea. When I was a child, my family was constantly moving. 
Between World War II, my father's job, and the Korean War, we never settled in one place very long. 
Likewise, when I studied with Grandmaster Park, the dojang moved in all directions around Seoul. I was 
determined to come to America and establish a permanent dojang, so that students could train in one 
place. For 33 years that has been the case. If I had the choice, it would have continued indefinitely. 
However, Downtown Houston has recently undergone a transformation. Where before there were 
derelicts on every other corner, now there is construction. I endured, seeing these changes take place 
around me, until a basketball arena was approved by referendum. I am happy for the progress of 
Houston, even though it meant I had to find a new location for the dojang. 
 
We are moving to this temporary location for the next 3 years. During that time we will endeavor to 
establish a new dojang close to Downtown, to finalize my dream. 

 


